
Good morning.  My name is Gretchen Alfonso and I am the Pennsylvania field 
organizer for Moms Clean Air Force, Pennsylvania.  I am also a local mother to 2 
small children:  Reny is 3 and Fiona is 15 months. 
 
Just about 2 years ago my husband and I made the choice to move from Memphis, 
TN and head back to the East coast in order to be closer to my family.  After months 
of weighing the pros and cons of the major cities along the Atlantic, we settled on 
Philadelphia and decided to sell a car, pare down our household goods, and settle 
our family in the big city.  It was time to live with a smaller footprint and use the 
museums, parks, and cultural events as our backyard.  The decision to live in South 
Philadelphia has given our family a wealth of wonderful experiences but there are 
times that we question whether that decision is taking a toll on our physical well-
being:  Our youngest has suffered breathing difficulties, our oldest seems to suffer 
from awful allergies, and my husband and I frequently talk about how are lungs 
burn after the short 4 mile bike ride to work.   
 
My husband and I aren’t the only ones noticing the affect that outdoor air pollution 
has on our children.  The American Academy of Pediatrics now recognizes ambient 
air pollution as a serious problem here in the United States and worldwide.  
Numerous studies are finding that negative health effects result from air pollution at 
levels we once thought were safe.  Not only is there a direct link between air 
pollution and respiratory symptoms but recently the AAP has also found links 
between outdoor air pollution and preterm birth, infant mortality and the 
development of asthma.   
 
Soot, or fine particulate matter, is so small that its very nature makes it one of the 
most dangerous forms of pollution in our air.  It is easily inhaled and enters the 
bloodstream where it can contribute to heart attack, stroke, asthma and most 
seriously affects pregnant women & young children.  Young children, like Reny & 
Fiona, are especially susceptible to soot as they breathe more rapidly and inhale 
more particulate matter.  And, for my family, and many others who live in the 
working class neighborhood of Pennsport in South Philly, we breathe in the 
pollution that blows into our neighborhood that is bordered by busy I-95.   
 
For my daughter who suffers from Philadelphia’s poor air quality, my son who loves 
(and, at three, needs) to play outside, my husband who rides his bike to work, and 
for myself and every other Pennsylvania mom who tries her best to put the health of 
her family first, I applaud the Environmental Protection Agency for finally stepping 
up for the health of our children and strengthening the particulate matter standard 
as laid out in the Clean Air Act. 
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