
Retail sales establishments and home delivery services are prohibited from using single-
use plastic bags
The bill excludes:

Laundry or drycleaning bags 
Bags sold in packages containing multiple bags intended for use as garbage bags, etc.
Bags used within the store to protect products or contain loose products, such as
vegetable bags or bulk food bags 

Effective January 1, 2024 
Eleven states have statewide single-use plastic bans that include single-use plastic bags 

Single use plastic bags are used for an average of 12 minutes but can last for more than 500 years. They are not
recyclable in any of New Mexico's municipal recycling programs. When these bags do break down in the
environment, they contribute to the ever-growing threat of microplastic pollution. And plastic bags are not just
polluting our world's oceans, they’re also clogging New Mexico's acequias, rivers, arroyos, forests, and roadsides. 

PLASTIC WASTE
REDUCTION ACT
SB-243 

Basics of Plastic Waste Reduction Act

Benefits to New Mexico

500 Million Single-Use Bags Removed from NM's Landfills & Landscape Annually
• Each year New Mexicans use an estimated 500 million single use plastic bags & generate approximately 244,000 tons of plastic waste 

Saves $3.8 million per year in Recycling Processing Fees 
• Single use plastic bags are not recyclable in any municipal recycling program in NM. In fact, they are the top contaminant in
recycling programs across the country and NM is no exception.  Contamination is costly in any recycling program.  It is estimated
that single use plastic bags contribute to 80% of the contaminants in New Mexico’s recycling programs, resulting in lost down time,
and additional transportation, and labor fees estimated at over $3.8 million per year. 

Improved Recycling
• Recycling processors in towns like Santa Fe and Las Cruces that have single-use plastic bag bans in effect report drastically reduced
contamination in their recycling streams

• New Mexico is home to a recycled paper mill, McKinley Paper in Prewitt, New Mexico. SB243's requirement that retail sales
establishment use recycled-content paper bags (40% post-consumer), closes the loop for recycling by helping to ensure a market for
NM's recycled paper and cardboard.

Supports NM's Local Economy & the Recycled Paper Industry

Saves an estimated 500 million single use plastic bags from NM's landfills and landscape each year
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Will the Plastic Waste Reduction Act cost New Mexicans more money? No. There is no mandated fee
for paper bags or cardboard boxes at the point of sale. In fact, this ordinance will save taxpayer dollars
by saving over $3.8 million each year in recycling processing fees due to single-use plastic bag
contamination.

What about cities and counties like Las Cruces, Santa Fe, Silver City, Taos and Bernalillo County that
already have a single-use plastics ban ordinance? The Plastic Waste Reduction Act would complement
existing local ordinances. As long as a City or County's ordinance meets the guidelines outlined in SB243,
they are free to have their own rules on how to mitigate single-use plastic waste.

Has this worked in other states? Yes.  Single-use plastic bag litter and single-use plastic bag
contamination of recyclables is drastically reduced in all 11 states that have implemented a ban. National
retailers are joining the cause as well and Walmart has now gone completely bagless in 6 states, as part
of their zero waste plans and to encourage shoppers to bring their own reusable bags. The time is right
for New Mexico to be a part of the solution!

FAQs

SUPPORTERS

More Info: Sarah Pierpont, New Mexico Recycling Coalition, sarah@recyclenewmexico.com, 505-603-0558

Green House Gas emissions linked to plastic will reach 1.3
billion tons by 2030,  equal to 300 coal-fired power plants

Americans use 100 billion plastic bags per year, which require 12 million barrels of oil to produce

Half of all the plastics ever created were produced in the past 15 years


