
California is su� ering from its worst drought in more than a thousand years. The cause? 
A combination of reduced precipitation and hotter temperatures. 

Yes, there have been droughts in the past. But this one is so severe in part because of climate change. 
Here are fi ve things you need to know about how California’s drought relates to climate change.

5 THINGS
YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THE CALIFORNIA DROUGHT

Climate change makes the air drier. Less precipitation, along with deluge-type 
events when it does rain, creates and extends drought conditions. 
Some have called this Dust-Bowlifi cation. 

1 CRACKED, DRY GROUND NEAR FREMONT, CALIFORNIA

Fracking uses 70 million gallons of California water every year. The rapidly-
expanding technique for extracting natural gas is a water hog in a state gripped by 
drought – and it perpetuates a fossil fuel dependence that contributes to global 
warming. The state’s fi rst-ever mandatory water restrictions exempt fracking.

2FRACKING ON THE MONTEREY SHALE FORMATION IN CALIFORNIA

Climate change leads to a smaller snow pack and earlier snow melt. 
In California, this is a big deal: Many communities rely on reservoirs of 
snowmelt to get them through the summer dry season.

3 AERIAL VIEW SHOWING LOW WATER LEVEL IN SOUTH LAKE RESERVOIR IN CALIFORNIA BECAUSE OF DROUGHT

Decline in Arctic sea ice leads precipitation away from California. 
In the past thirty years, Arctic sea ice has declined by two thirds, due to climate 
change. This shifts storm patterns over North America, as scientists predicted 
would happen more than a decade ago.

4ARCTIC ICEBERGS UNDER A BRIGHT SUN OF POLAR SUMMER

California is parched but global warming has just begun. We’ve warmed only 
1.5 degrees F in the past century. Unless we act on climate, temperatures are 
predicted to increase 10 degrees F over the next 100 years. This drought is just 
the bellwether for what’s to come.

5 WATER IRRIGATION PIPES IN THE DRY SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FARMLAND

WHAT CAN MOMS AND DADS DO ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE?

Solutions are at hand – but parents need to demand them. 

Tell your lawmakers to use their leadership to avert climate change. 
Remember, they work for you.

JOIN THE FORCE.

www.momscleanairforce.org


