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RECOMMENDATION: 

Geography
Knowledge limited to 

oil country
The only geography that interests Scott is land that produces oil and gas. 

The impact of dirty fossil fuel development on other parts of the 

country—whether floods, wildfires, or droughts—escapes him completely. 

Bright spot: Knows how to find Morocco on a map. 

Scott refuses to grapple with the long-established concept that global warming is 

caused by carbon and methane pollution generated by human activity in energy, 

transportation, and agriculture sectors. He has even disrupted the work of more 

serious students, undermining climate scientists at EPA. 

Wastes taxpayer dollars on luxury travel. Spends lavishly on office furnishings. 

Accepts freebies and discounts from industry lobbyists. Bullies colleagues who 

disagree.  He fails to show compassion for those less privileged.  

Scott is unwilling to respect the work of leading doctors and scientists on the 

effect of air pollution on human lungs, hearts, and brains. Scott has built a team 

that is considering stripping away protections from air toxics that are proven 

carcinogens, or disruptive of neurological development. 



Trump Should Fire the E.P.A.’s Scott Pruitt

Excerpts from an op-ed by former Republican Governor of New Jersey, Thomas H. Kean 
originally published in The New York Times on November 28, 2017.  

www.momscleanairforce.org 

Safeguarding our health and our environment has always enjoyed broad support in both political parties and 
among the American people. Thanks to the E.P.A.’s diligent work, our air and water are significantly cleaner, and 
because of that, Americans live longer, healthier lives. It is a heritage from which both parties can draw pride. 

But that legacy is now in danger. 

The current administrator of the E.P.A., Scott Pruitt, built his political career by attacking clean-air and clean- 
water rules. Now in charge of the agency, he is tearing down those protections, dismantling the E.P.A., 
appointing or nominating industry insiders to oversee their former businesses and blocking scientific input. 

For the sake of our children’s health, it’s time for Scott Pruitt to go. 

Mr. Pruitt is jeopardizing the health and well-being of Americans, and many suspect he is doing it  to feed his 
own political ambition. “You must be running for the presidency,” a conservative radio host said while 
interviewing Mr. Pruitt in August as he visited Iowa, the state with the first presidential caucuses. The more 
popular theory inside Washington is that he is lining up deep-pocketed backers to run in 2020 for the Senate 
seat held by the Oklahoma Republican James Inhofe, who is 83. 

Mr. Pruitt is also working to stifle the  scientific advice that is so important for smart environmental policy. He 
has rigged the criteria for E.P.A. science advisory boards so that people funded by industry (or even by foreign 
governments) are more likely to qualify for appointment than academic experts. He has appointed as leaders of 
these panels people with industry ties and one who led the fight against tougher federal ozone standards. 

With Mr. Pruitt in charge, Americans are extremely dissatisfied with Mr. Trump’s handling of the environment — 
an approval rating of only 23 percent among independents, according to an August Fox News poll. Independents 
have long seen handling of the environment as a barometer of whether a candidate shares their values. When I 
was a governor, my environmental record cleaning up toxins and protecting wetlands was important for 
independent voters and helped me win re-election in New Jersey. 

President Trump needs a new leader at E.P.A. who listens to business but also respects the agency’s mission to 
protect public health and the environment. 

President Trump should fire Scott Pruitt. Our children and grandchildren deserve better. 

Source: www.nytimes.com/2017/11/28/opinion/pruitt-trump-epa-fired
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